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Our congratulations to the Student Senate, especially Senator Nick Senna and his helpers for the great job in preparing for and hosting the Spring Semi Formal.  Also, we need to congratulate the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity and all those who helped to make the Step Show a huge success.   Both events were well attended and a good time was had by all.
Recently, we have had some significant vandalism occur as a result of illegal skateboarding in the J/K Circle area.  We have asked for cooperation from our students in their use of skateboards.  When a skateboarder uses a railing, a bench, or for that matter a curb to do their boarding, damage is done to the area.  This is an act of criminal mischief and those responsible can be arrested and charged with this offense.  Illegal skateboarding costs this college thousands of dollars each year and I can tell you who is paying that money, it is you the student.  This and all acts of vandalism will not be tolerated on this campus, and we look to our community to assist with this problem.  Please report illegal skateboarding, or any act of vandalism to the police department at X4390. 

The police department wishes to congratulate Police Officer Marcus Taylor on his graduation from the Burlington County Police Academy as a certified police officer.  Also, we would like to welcome aboard Security Officer Chris Graham.  Chris is a graduating Stockton student who was one of the police department’s Criminal Justice interns in our Community Oriented Patrols for Students (COPS) Program.  Our thanks to Criminal Justice Professor Janice Joseph and SOBL for their cooperation with this very popular program.  Congratulations to Chris and we welcome his assistance during this busy time of the year.

Another identity theft scam has recently surfaced again and we provide some details of how it works.  According to Urban Legends’ web information:  “The scammer calls claiming to work for the local court and claims you've failed to report for jury duty. He tells you that a warrant has been issued for your arrest. The victim will often rightly claim they never received the jury duty notification. The scammer then asks the victim for confidential information for "verification" purposes. Specifically, the scammer asks for the victim's Social Security number, birth date, and sometimes even for credit card numbers and other private information — exactly what the scammer needs to commit identity theft.  So far, this jury duty scam has been reported in Michigan, Ohio, Texas, Arizona, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Oregon and Washington state.  It's easy to see why this works. The victim is clearly caught off guard, and is understandably upset at the prospect of a warrant being issued for his or her arrest. So, the victim is much less likely to be vigilant about protecting their confidential information. In reality, court workers will never call you to ask for social security numbers and other private information. In fact, most courts follow up via snail mail and rarely, if ever, call prospective jurors.”  So please, never give out your Social Security number, credit card numbers or other personal confidential information when you receive a telephone call.
We caution our community, especially our students about the information that put on various web pages used frequently by other college students, “Facebook” and “My Space.”  They are public domains and anyone can register to join them.  Many use fictitious information when registering or provide false details about themselves, just like any other chat room you may visit.  Recently, we received information a college student met a person on one of these websites and went to visit them in another state late at night.  The information provided by the other person was much different than what was revealed on the web site. Thankfully, the student felt uncomfortable and left that person shortly after they met them at the person’s residence.  This is very dangerous behavior and we ask our students to be careful in the information they give out about themselves or others.  We certainly do not recommend meeting with anyone you meet on any web site or chat room without verifying their information and using prudent caution during that meeting.  As our Sexual Assault Conference taught us, a sexual predator has no specific profile you can readily observe.

We need to remind our residential students of the requirement to register all their guests and their guest’s vehicle if that guest is staying in a residential area after 10pm.  This includes Stockton students who live off campus.  We welcome the guest you invite to your residential area, but if they are not registered, they may be arrested for defiant trespassing, a disorderly persons offense which is adjudicated in Galloway Township Municipal Court.  The reason for this regulation is that past experience has taught us that those who do not have a stake in our residential community, i.e. a residential student, cause many of the problems, including vandalism, that affect the quality of your life in your residence.  Please help us with this issue and register all your guests and their vehicle on the Housing web page.
TIP OF THE WEEK:  When walking, jogging or biking on campus, especially if you are in the woods, do it with a friend. There are 1,600 acres of land that is not secured with a fence or other security device.  Although there have been no events in many years, and we do patrol the wooded paths, your safety is our first concern. So please, go with a friend.

We continue to ask for your assistance as safety is everyone’s business.  So please report any safety or security concern to us at X4390 or dial 9-1-1 in an emergency.
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